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 Most hedgehogs sleep through the 
winter,  but this one is still awake! 

He’s very curious and wants to learn all 
about nature.
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One chilly morning, Hedgehog looked out his window. 
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   WHOA! 
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He got dressed and went 
outside—but everything 

looked different!

“And it’s not raining anymore—

he exclaimed.
 And the leaves?”  

“Where’s the grass?

it’s snowing!”

   WHOA! 

5



Suddenly, a fierce wind blew, bringing  

with it cold air and MORE snow!

Howl!

   H

owl!
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Brrr!
Howl!

  “I’ll b
et they need my help!”

 
“The other animals must be cold, too,” he said. 

Hedgehog shivered.
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Hedgehog began to 
call to the insects. 

 “Butterf ies? 

Ladybugs?” 

Grasshoppers? 
Bumblebees? 
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But then he saw an old log  
and peeked inside. His 
friends were covered 
up in leaves, sound 
asleep!

 “Butterf ies? 

Ladybugs?” 

Grasshoppers? 
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Hedgehog went down to the river. 
But he didn’t see water—he saw ice!

“Hello down there!” he called. 
“Are you okay in the ice?”
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“We’re okay, Hedgehog,”  
replied a crayfish. 

“We’re snuggled up at the

  bottom of the river.”
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Hedgehog was leaving the river 
when he heard noises coming 

from underground.
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“Hi, Hedgehog!” replied a mouse. “We’re having a great time! 
Our burrows are warm, and there’s plenty of food.”

“Mice? Chipmunks? Moles?
 Are you okay?” he called. 
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“We have a bunch of food to eat, too!” 
called a squirrel from a nearby tree. 

“We have berries,

mushrooms,

and nuts—

everything I collected during the fall.”
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 “Everyone seems 

 “I’m going to see how the rest 
of my friends are doing.”

 Hedgehog said.

so happy!”
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Hee-hee!

He saw Wolf and Fox in a clearing. 

            in all of this snow?” 
 “Fox! Wolf! Are you okay  

 he asked. 

16



Look out!

            in all of this snow?” 
 “Fox! Wolf! Are you okay  

“We’re fine!” Wolf replied. 
“Our fur coats keep us warm.”

“I will later, Fox,” Hedgehog replied. 
“Right now, I need to check  

on Hare.”

“Play with us!” Fox called.
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“You look cozy in your fur coat, too, Hare,” Hedgehog said.

“I am!” Hare replied. 

“Just like your hat and scarf keep you warm and cozy!”
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Hedgehog watched 

Hare hop off into 

the forest.  

Boing!

Boin
g!

Boin
g!
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   After Hare left, Hedgehog thought about Bear. 

“Shhh. . .don’t wake her up,” 
Owl whispered. 

“She sleeps in her cave until spring.”“I‘d better go see if 
she needs my help!” 

he said. 

“I’ll come, too,” 
replied Owl.

Flap
!

Flap!
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   After Hare left, Hedgehog thought about Bear. 

“Shhh. . .don’t wake her up,” “She sleeps during the 

Hedgehog smiled. 

         winter, just like me!”
Owl whispered. 

“She sleeps in her cave until spring.”

Flap
!

Flap!
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 Hedgehog saw some birds on a branch. 

 “You must be so cold!”
“You poor things!” he cried. 
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Tweet!

The busy birds smiled.
 “We’re okay, Hedgehog!” one bird answered. “Our other bird 

friends few south for the winter, but we like to stay here.”
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Tweet!

“But why didn’t you fly south for the winter, too?”

 he asked them.

Hedgehog was confused. 

            “And we have a

            warm house—
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Tweet!

Tweet!

            “And we have a

            warm house—
just like you!”

“We don’t mind being 
where it’s cold,” 

replied another bird. 
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“Wow,” said Hedgehog. 
“All of my friends are ready 

for winter.
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Whee!

Pat! Pat!

Nature  has taken 

care of everything 

for us!”
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Back home, Hedgehog got into bed.  
“My friends are safe,” he said.  

“Now I can take a nap.”
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And he fell fast asleep until spring.

29



WINTER MONTHS

LET’S LEARN ABOUT WINTER WITH HEDGEHOG!

JANUARYDECEMBER FEBRUARY

Many animals hibernate, 
which means that they go into 

a deep sleep and wake up in the 
spring. Some birds fy south, 

where it’s warmer.

In many parts of the world, you’ll 
need to wear warm clothes when you 
go outside. Temperatures drop, and 

in some places, snow falls. 

It’s still cold and snowy in 
many places around the world. 
But spring is right around the 

corner!
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SNOW FALLS
WIND BLOWS

ICICLES FORM

TREES LOSE 
THEIR LEAVES

TEMPERATURES
DROP

ANIMALS PREPARE

How do you
prepare for  

winter?

WHAT HAPPENS IN WINTER?

31



How to Make a

SNOW VOLCANO
What You Need

What You Do

Plastic cup

Water

4-6 tablespoons baking soda  
(This will be extra-foamy and do several eruptions.)

1 teaspoon liquid dish soap

2-4 tablespoons washable paint  
(depending on the intensity of the color desired)

Spoon

Snow

1 cup vinegar

Fill the cup with water about 2/3 of the way full. Add 
the baking soda, liquid dish soap, and washable paint 
to the cup. Stir with a spoon. Carefully form a volcano 
shape in the snow around the cup. You should be able 
to see just the top of the cup. Add the vinegar . . . and 
watch the eruption!

 If you don’t have snow where 
you live, you can still do this 

experiment! Find an area 
with pea gravel, sand, or 

dirt, and use that material to 
form the volcano.
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